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Biology 

Overview 
An extended essay in biology provides students with an opportunity to apply a range of skills while researching a topic of personal 
interest in the field of biology. The nature of an extended essay in biology is characterized by a particular biological emphasis within the 
more general context of a scientific investigation. 

Choice of topic 
The following examples of titles for biology extended essays are intended as guidance only. The pairings illustrate that focused topics 
(indicated by the first title) should be encouraged rather than broad topics (indicated by the second title). 

 “The effect of detergent toxicity on soil bacteria” is better than “Detergents in the environment”. 

 “A study of malnourished children in Indonesia and the extent of their recovery after a period of supervised improved nutrition” is 
better than “Malnutrition in children”. 

 “A study of the effect of differing pH levels on the growth of Phaseolus vulgaris” is better than “The effect of acidity on plant 

growth”. 
 

The topic chosen for study should be presented in the form of a research question, followed by a statement of intent outlining the 
research approach to be used in answering the question. In this way, the approach to the topic chosen may be even further clarified. 
Some examples of this could be the following. 

Topic  The distribution and growth of lichens on urban pavements  

Research question How are the distribution and growth of lichens affected by sulfur dioxide and ozone levels in the 
atmosphere? 

Approach Thalus diameter and population density data is collected from selected sites in different parts of the city. 
This data is then correlated with published data on the levels of SO2 and O3. 

Topic  The effectiveness of commercial antibacterial cleaning agents  

Research question Are commercially available antibacterial cleaning agents effective at controlling the growth of E. coli on 
nutrient agar under laboratory conditions? 

Approach Pure strain E. coli are grown on nutrient agar plates under controlled conditions. Filter paper discs soaked 
in samples of the antibacterial agents are placed on the agar plates and the zone of exclusion is measured 
and compared. 

 

GHS Titles – BIOLOGY 

 Deactivation of Telomerase in Malignant Cancer Cells 

 The Characterization of the Immune Phenotype of Gadd45g Deficient  
      Mice 

 The Effects of the Frequency of Underwater Sound of Fish Behavior 

 The Relationship Between Saturated Fatty Acids and Unsaturated Fatty  
      Acids in Normal and Tumor Tissue 

  



Chemistry 

Overview 
An extended essay in chemistry provides students with an opportunity to investigate a particular aspect of the materials of 
our environment. Such extended essays must be characterized by a particular chemical emphasis within a more general 
set of research criteria. 

The outcome of the research should be a coherent and structured piece of writing that effectively addresses a particular 
issue or research question and arrives at a particular, and preferably personal, conclusion. 

Choice of topic 

The following examples of titles for chemistry extended essays are intended as guidance only. The pairings illustrate that 
focused topics (indicated by the first title) should be encouraged rather than broad topics (indicated by the second title). 

 “The ratio of the gases evolved at the positive electrode during the electrolysis of common salt 
solution” is better than “Electrolysis of solutions”. 

 “Spectrophotometric determination of trace amounts of lead in drinking water” is better than “Water 
analysis”. 

 

Title  The ratio of the gases evolved at the positive electrode during the electrolysis of common salt 
solution  

Research question Is there a relationship between the concentration of aqueous sodium chloride solution and the ratio of the 
amounts of oxygen and chlorine gas that are evolved at the positive electrode during electrolysis? 

Title  The caffeine content of a cup of tea  

Research question Does the time it takes to brew a cup of tea using a specific commercial brand of tea leaves significantly 
alter the amount of caffeine that is dissolved in the drink? 

 
  



Computer Science 

Overview 
An extended essay in computer science provides students with an opportunity to investigate a particular aspect of 
computing and its implications for society and the world.  

Choice of topic 

It is important that the chosen topic and its treatment reflect a firm emphasis on computing. Students must show that they 
have gained an understanding of the topic and the relevant theory and practices of computer science. 

The following examples of titles for computer science extended essays are intended as guidance only. The pairings 
illustrate that focused topics (indicated by the first title) should be encouraged rather than broad topics (indicated by the 
second title). 

 “Comparison of symbolic algorithmic approach and fuzzy logic in constructing an expert system” is 
better than “Artificial Intelligence”. 

 “Has the increase in processing power diminished the need for complicated sorting algorithms?” is 
better than “Sorting algorithms and processor speed”. 

 

Topic  Advances in computer processing  

Research question Will fuzzy logic replace binary logic in the near future? 

Approach An investigation into the current state of implementation of multi-state logic and the differences 
between this and binary state logic 

 

GHS Titles 

 Read Mode Programming:  A Study of the Effectiveness in Graphics Programs 

 Quantum Computers:  A Threat to Cryptography? 

 Read Mode Programming:  A Study of it Effectiveness in Graphics Programs 

 The Next Age of Computers and Man 

  



ECONOMICS 

Overview 
An extended essay in economics provides students with an opportunity to undertake in-depth research in economics in an 
area of personal interest to them.  

Choice of topic 

The following examples of titles for economics extended essays are intended as guidance only. The pairings illustrate that 
focused topics (indicated by the first title) should be encouraged rather than broad topics (indicated by the second title). 

 “What market form characterizes the petrol supply industry in my area of Madrid?” is better than 
“What is the market structure of the Spanish petroleum industry?”. 

 “What is the effect of the recent imposition of a minimum wage in Austria on unemployment in the 
fast food industry in Graz?” is better than “What has been the effect of the minimum wage on 
unemployment in Austria?”. 

 

 

Topic  Pricing at the local supermarket  

Research question Will the recent policy of cutting bakery prices lead to increased revenue for the Safeway 
supermarket in Ryde, Sydney? 

Approach Primary research is conducted through observation and supported by secondary research, such 
as company records and textbooks. This results in a detailed examination of elasticity and its 
relationship with total revenue. 

 

 

  



English 

Overview 
A group 1 extended essay is intended for students who are writing in their mother tongue. A group 1 extended essay 
provides students with an opportunity to: 

 study intensively a literary topic that is suitable in nature and scope for discussion in this form 

 engage in personal critical judgment of literature and to compare this, where appropriate, with established critical 
comment 

 develop the ability to put forward their views persuasively and in a well-structured manner, using a register appropriate 
to the study of literature. 

Category 1 

The essay must be based on the literature of countries where the language is spoken (that is, all works discussed will 
originally have been written in the language of the essay). 

English  Dance in Jane Austen’s novels 

Leading to the 
research question 

“What are the role and the significance of dance in Pride and Prejudice and Emma?” 

English  Death in Emily Brontë’s and Emily Dickinson’s poetry 

Category 2 

The essay must be a comparison of at least one literary work originally written in the language of the essay with a literary 
work or works originally written in a different language to that of the essay and probably studied in translation. 

English/French/German  The presentation of the hero in literature 

Leading to the research 
question 

“In what different ways do Shaw, Anouilh and Schiller present Joan of Arc in their respective 
plays?” 

French/Russian  Male authors and female characters 

Leading to the research 
question 

“In what ways do the male authors of Anna Karenina and Madame Bovary seek to render 
their heroines sympathetic to the reader? How far do they succeed?” 

Italian/English  The use of literary tradition 

Leading to the research 
question 

“Themes and stylistic devices from Dante in TS Eliot’s The Waste Land and Four Quartets.” 

 
GHS Titles 

 Amy Tan’s Connection of the Past & Present in The Joy Luck Club 

 Existentialist Elements in Waiting for Godot & Catch-22 

 Magical Realism in One Hundred Years of Solitude & The Ancient Child 

 Validating the Four Ways of Knowing as University Truths in Jane Austen’s Sense & Sensibility 

 

  



Environmental Systems 

Overview 
Environmental issues are occupying a position of increasing significance on the world agenda, and an extended essay in 
environmental systems and societies provides students with an opportunity to explore an environmental topic or issue of 
particular interest or relevance to themselves and their localities. Since the subject is a multidisciplinary one, the student 
will need to select and integrate theoretical contexts and methodologies from those academic disciplines appropriate to 
the chosen topic. In this respect, a systems approach is considered particularly effective, and students will be expected to 
show some employment of this approach in the analysis and interpretation of the data gathered. 

Choice of topic 

Environmental systems and societies focuses upon the interaction and integration of “natural” environmental systems and 
human societies. An essay in this subject should likewise focus on this relationship. It should not deal exclusively with 
ecological processes or with societal activities, but instead should give significant (though not necessarily equal) weight to 
both these dimensions. A topic should be chosen that allows the student to demonstrate some grasp of how both 
environmental systems and societies function in the relationship under study.  

A further critical feature of a successful topic is the sharpness of its focus. If a topic is too broad, it will inevitably lead to a 
relatively superficial treatment that, again, is likely to penalize the student right from the start. In topics that are too broad, 
it is unlikely that students will be able to produce any significantly fresh analysis, arguments or meaningful conclusions of 
their own. To clarify the distinction between a broad and a sharply focused topic, the following examples of titles for 
environmental systems and societies extended essays are intended as guidance only. The pairings illustrate that focused 
topics (indicated by the first title) should be encouraged rather than the broad topics (indicated by the second title). 

 “The ecological recovery of worked-out bauxite quarries in Jarrahdale, Western Australia” is better 
than “Environmental effects of mining”. 

 “A comparison of the energy efficiency of grain production in The Netherlands and Swaziland” is 
better than “Efficiency of world food production”. 

 

Topic  Impact of exotic plants on herbivore diversity in Tanzania  

Research question To what extent does the length of time after an exotic plant has been introduced to an area, and the latitude 
from which it originates, affect the diversity of herbivores found feeding on it? 

Approach A fieldwork investigation into the diversity of epiphytic herbivores on a range of exotic plants in the 
Kilimanjaro region, linked to a brief historical study of each plant’s introduction. 

Topic  Evaluating the philosophical aims and achievement in local conservation  

Research question To what extent are the philosophical principles and objectives of a local conservation group being fulfilled in 
protecting the local environment? 

Approach An analysis of literature and attitudes from a conservation group, along with a quantitative analysis of 
records of environmental quality. 

 

GHS Titles 

 The Effects of Manure on a Pond and its Life 

  



 

FILM 

Overview 

Students are encouraged to engage in diligent, serious, personal research, and to develop and explore in a disciplined 
and imaginative way an area of study specifically appropriate to film or television. 

Moving images are part of the everyday international currency of information and entertainment. Audiences everywhere, 
young and old alike, respond with increasing sophistication to the ways that stories and messages are presented. 
Complex skills are involved in the interpretation and enjoyment of film, but critical understanding of how images tell 
stories, create emotional responses and give information is less widely developed. 

The study of film in an international context also allows students to broaden their vision of film culture beyond the 
dominance of Hollywood or popular network television images, in keeping with the spirit of intercultural understanding 
promoted by the IBO. 

 Choice of topic 

The following examples of titles for film extended essays are intended as guidance only. The pairings illustrate that 
focused topics (indicated by the first title) should be encouraged rather than broad topics (indicated by the second title). 

 “A comparison of the treatment and depiction of the family in the films of Satyajit Ray and mainstream 
Hindi films” is better than “The role of the family in Indian cinema”. 

 “The contribution of Nino Rota’s composition to the films of Fellini (or Morricone–Leone, Williams–
Lucas)” is better than “Effective composer–director relationships”. 

 

Title  Clint Eastwood as auteur  

Research question To what extent can Clint Eastwood be considered an auteur? 

Approach An investigation into the origins of auteur theory and a discussion of whether Clint Eastwood’s 
work qualifies him to be considered an auteur, with specific reference to Play Misty For 
Me (1971), The Outlaw Josey Wales (1976), Bird (1988) and Million Dollar Baby (2004). 

 
GHS Title 

 Quentin Tarantino As A Postmodern Filmmaker 

 Wes Anderson’s Uniquely Subtle Style 

  



HISTORY 

Overview 
An extended essay in history (including Islamic history) provides students with an opportunity to undertake in-depth 
research in an area of history of genuine interest to them. 

Choice of topic 

The topic chosen must focus on the human past, be worthy of study, and lend itself to systematic investigation in line with 
the published assessment criteria. Essays that focus on events of the last 10 years are not acceptable, as these are 
regarded as current affairs, not history 

 Causes of the collapse of the Mayan civilization” is better than “The Mayan civilization”. 

 “Varying interpretations of the Salem witch trials” is better than “Witch trials in North America”. 

 “Use of the visual arts in fascist propaganda” is better than “Fascist propaganda 

 
Title  Varying interpretations of the Salem witch trials  

Research question Which theory best explains the Salem witch trials? 

Approach Background reading is undertaken to enable identification and explanation of two dominant 
theories as to why the trials took place. The merits of the two theories are appraised using data 
obtained about the accused and the accusers. 

Title  The influence of National Socialist ideology on the German school system in the late 
1930s: a case study  

Research question To what extent were Hitler’s educational aims fulfilled in the Uhland Gymnasium, 1937–1939? 

Approach Reading is undertaken to enable a summarization of National Socialist ideology and curriculum 
proposals. Primary sources (teachers’ records) are used to establish how far the proposed 
changes were put into practice in one school during 1937–1939. 

 
GHS Titles 

 The French Resistance & It’s Role in WWII 

 Overlord:  The Complications in Planning Between Nations 

 The Philosophy of Organizations During the Civil Rights Movement 

 The Effects of Organized Crime on Banking 

 The Success of the Marshall Plan 

 A Comparison of DR & Hitler’s Reconstructive Programs 

 Development Factors of HIV/AIDS in Africa 

 The Failure of Prohibition & the Drug Wars 

 Japanese Interment in World War II:  Necessary or Racist? 

 The First Ladies of the United States of America 

 Speaking to the Wind:  A Study of the Navajo Code Talkers of World War II 

 The Spanish American War & the Sinking of the USS Maine 
 

  



Languages 

Overview 
A group 2 extended essay is intended for students who are studying a second modern language.  

The extended essay must be written in the language for which it is registered (the target language). It must be focused on 
matters related to the target culture. 

The extended essay is a research essay and the assessment criteria emphasize the importance of research skills rather 
than linguistic proficiency. 

Choice of topic 
The essay should consist of the study of an issue in one of three categories: language, culture and society, or literature.  

Category 1: language 
The essay should be a specific analysis of the language (its use, structure and so on) normally related to its cultural 
context or a specific text. 

Language  Japanese  

Topic Foreign words (gairaigo) in Japanese 

Research question Do young people use more words of foreign origin than older people? 

Approach A survey of younger people and older people. Results are compared for knowledge of foreign 
words, frequency of their use and attitude towards their use. 

Category 2: culture and society 

A: essays of a sociocultural nature with an impact on the language 

The essay should be an analysis of a cultural nature that describes the impact of a particular issue on the form or use of 
the language. 

Language  French  

Topic Language and feminism 

Research question Should feminine forms of more job titles be created in French to reflect shifting gender roles? 

Approach An examination of the linguistic and sociological arguments for and against the feminization of 
more job titles in French. 

 

 

 

  



B: essays of a general cultural nature based on specific cultural artifacts 

The essay should be an analysis of a more general cultural nature but specific to a country or community where the 
language is spoken.  

Language  Spanish  

Topic Representation of women in tango 

Research question Which roles do women play in tango lyrics? 

Approach A critical and thematic analysis of a corpus of tango lyrics to reveal female roles. 

 

 

Category 3: literature 

The essay should be an analysis of a literary type, based on a specific work or works of literature exclusively from the 
target language. In the case of a comparison of texts, all texts must originally have been written in the target language. 

Language  Spanish  

Topic Fictionalization of history in Abel Posse’s novels 

Research question How does Abel Posse construct an imaginary history in his novelEl largo atardecer del 
caminante? 

Approach A textual analysis to reveal the narrative techniques used by the author to make the plot contrast 
with the order of chronological events. 

 
GHS Titles – Spanish/Literature 

 Un Alanisis de la Personalidd de Rosario Tijeras en Rasario Tijers 

 Feminismo en los Bestsellers de Laura Esquivel: Como Agua Para Chocolate y Tan Veloz Como El 
Deseo 

 

  



MATHEMATICS 

Overview 
An extended essay in mathematics provides students with an opportunity to demonstrate an appreciation of any aspect of 
the subject, whether it is: 

 the applicability of mathematics to solve both real and abstract problems 

 the beauty of mathematics as in, for instance, geometry or fractal theory 

 the elegance of mathematics in the proving of theorems as in, for example, number theory 

Choice of Topic 

The extended essay may be written on any topic that has a mathematical focus and it need not be confined to the theory 
of mathematics itself. 

Students may choose mathematical topics from fields such as engineering, the sciences or the social sciences, as well as from 
mathematics itself. Statistical analyses of experimental results taken from other subject areas are also acceptable, provided that they 
focus on the modelling process and discuss the limitations of the results; such essays should not include extensive non-mathematical 
detail. A topic selected from the history of mathematics may also be appropriate, provided that a clear line of mathematical 
development is demonstrated. Concentration on the lives of, or personal rivalries between, mathematicians would be irrelevant and 
would not score highly on the assessment criteria. 

 

Topic  The geometry of navigation  

Research question What was the role of mathematics, and geometry in particular, in navigation when we relied on 
the stars? Does it still play a part now we have man-made satellites? 

Approach Using one of the two geometric representations of the earth (spherical or ellipsoidal), describe 
how maps and charts were produced to assist navigators in the past. 

Topic  Square–triangular numbers and Pell’s equation  

Research question How many square numbers are also triangular numbers, where are they, and what other 
problems lead to Pell’s equation? 

Approach A description of square and triangular numbers, and how the locations of numbers that are both 
are solutions of Pell’s equation. Some other problems, perhaps in number theory and geometry, 
that lead to the equation could be described, with a brief history of the equation included. 

 
GHS Titles 

 Non-Euclidean Geometry:  A Study of Elliptical Geometry & Its Real-Life Applications 

 Euclidean Geometry Maintains an Important Role in the Mathematics World 

 Three Definite Integral Approximation Techniques 

 Uniqueness & Reliability of Scale-Free Social Networks 

 The Ellipse:  A Legendary Identity 

  



MUSIC 

Overview 
Real music should be at the heart of an extended essay in music. This means that particular pieces of music, experienced via 

recordings, live performances or concerts, should be chosen as the core focus of the extended essay. Students should strive for a 
coherent verbal analysis and interpretation of one or more pieces of music in relation to the chosen research question. 

Choice of topic 

The chosen topic may be inspired by one or several of the areas of interest listed here. (Please note, this is not an 
exhaustive list, but is intended for guidance only). 

 Aspects of the Diploma Programme music course (for Diploma Programme music students) 

 Local performances or concerts 

 Musical cultures that students have encountered that are not their own 

 Personal contact with composers and/or performers 

 Direct involvement in actually making music 

 Recordings 

 Music on the Internet, or downloaded from it 

 Other music that has a particular interest, emotional appeal or other importance for the student 
 

Title  Edgard Varèse and Frank Zappa  

Research question What is the influence of Edgard Varèse on the musical output of Frank Zappa? 

Approach An investigation into the stylistic similarities between these two composers. 

Title  Jesus Christ Superstar and opera  

Research question Is Jesus Christ Superstar a modern classical opera? 

Approach An investigation into Andrew Lloyd Webber’s musical language and structures in this work, with 
reference to other relevant music from operas of the Western classical tradition. 

 
GHS Titles 

 The Evolution of Gospel Music 

 The Journey to Classical Music Acceptance 

 Unhinging Shostakovich’s “Leningrad” Symphony:  An Analysis of Shostakovich’s Seventh  Symphony 

  



PHYSICS 

Overview 
An extended essay in physics provides students with an opportunity to apply a range of skills while researching a topic of 
personal interest in the field of physics.  

The outcome of the research should be a coherent and structured piece of writing that effectively addresses a particular 
issue or research question and arrives at a particular, and preferably personal, conclusion. 

Choice of topic 
The following examples of titles for physics extended essays are intended as guidance only. The pairings illustrate that 
focused topics (indicated by the first title) should be encouraged rather than broad topics (indicated by the second title). 

 “Orbital determination of a minor planet” is better than “Gravitation”. 

 “The variation in resistance of a wire subjected to different strains” is better than “Measuring the 
resistivity of different materials”. 

“ 

Title  Black hole at the centre of the Milky Way  

Research question Is it possible to determine the presence of a black hole at the centre of the Milky Way? 

Approach A data-based approach is taken. From the astronomical observations of a star following a 
Keplerian orbit around a compact radio source, the mass of a supermassive black hole is 
determined. The level of uncertainty is appreciated. 

Title  The wine bottle as a Helmholtz resonator  

Research question Do wine bottles of different shapes behave as Helmholtz resonators? 

Approach An experimental approach is taken. The theoretical model is reviewed with specific emphasis on 
the physical and geometrical parameters determining the resonant frequency. By blowing across 
the opening of the bottle, a resonant frequency is produced, picked up and measured. The 
accuracy of the model is determined. 

 
GHS Titles 

 An Examination of Muon Flux 

 Tire Pressure:  The Safety Concern & the Solution 

 An Analysis of Air Velocity on Flute Pitch 

 An Examination of Technical Swimsuits & Their Impact on the Hydrodynamics of Swimming 

 The Effect of Time of Day on Muon Flu 

 The Physics of Tennis:  A Study of Tennis Through the Eyes of a Physicist 

 The Effects of Angular Momentum on the Distance a Football Travels 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



POLITICS 

Overview 
An extended essay in politics provides students with an opportunity to undertake an in-depth study of a specific political 
question.  The outcome of the study should represent a focused, effectively organized analysis that addresses the 
question and investigates its specifically political dimension. 

Choice of topic 
Politics is a discipline that can draw reference from almost any human activity and politics essays can quite legitimately be 
concerned with varied activities from United Nations peacekeeping to the decisions of local school authorities.. 

Topic  Is the US government losing the drugs war?  

Research question Is it politically possible for the US government to win the drugs war? 

Approach An investigation into the pressures and constraints on government institutions and agencies, 
within the framework of relevant political theories. A catalogue of the social consequences of 
drug misuse would not be appropriate. 

 
GHS Titles 

 Iran & BRIC:  Regime Change Through Soft Power 

 Economic Incentives & Global Warming:  Private Business & Government Regulation 

  



PSYCHOLOGY 

Overview 
An extended essay in psychology provides students with an opportunity to investigate an area within the field of 
psychology that is based upon personal interest, and which may well go beyond the Diploma Programme psychology 
course.  

Choice of topic 
An extended essay in psychology allows students to investigate a topic of personal interest in a systematic manner. The 
essay should be based on a well-focused research question that the student attempts to answer throughout the course of 
the essay. The essay should be considered more of an investigative, analytical argument than a research hypothesis to 
be uncovered by use of research methods in a formal psychological study.  

Student interests  Football: "Choking" under pressure during an important match  

Field of psychology Sport psychology 

Topic Arousal and athletic performance 

Research question What levels of psychological arousal are most effective for players in team sports? 

Approach Arousal levels and their effects on athletic performance have been subjected to many studies. 
One of several comparative approaches could be used, for example, qualitative and quantitative 
methods, collectivist and individualist cultures, male and female. These approaches could 
include reference to gender, methods, ethics or culture. It is suggested that students consider 
the advantages of confining their research to one specific sport for which they have enthusiasm 
and, preferably, personal experience in performing. 

 
GHS Titles 

 Personality & Behavior:  How Strong is Environmental Influence? 

 Clinical Depression:   Why the Biological Approach is the Most Effective 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



THEATRE 

Overview 
An extended essay in theatre provides students with an opportunity to undertake independent research into a topic of their 
choice, to apply a range of skills in order to develop and explore a focused research question appropriate to theatre in an 
imaginative and critical way, and to test and validate their research by considering its effect on the practice of the 
investigated theatre form. 

Choice of topic 
Owing to the composite nature of theatre, students may choose to take an interdisciplinary approach in their research. 
Whatever approach they choose, it is important to frame an appropriately focused research question.  

Title  An investigation into the functions of mask in two of Zeami Motokiyo's plays  

Research question What are the main uses and types of mask in Noh drama, and how does the mask contribute to 
the creation of a character in Noh? 

Approach Relevant research materials are collected on the history, acting styles and stage conventions of 
Noh, and on the types of mask and their uses. The use of mask in two of Zeami Motokiyo's plays 
and the significance of mask for character development in these plays is analysed, and the uses 
of mask in the two plays are compared and contrasted. 

Title  Female stereotypes and their performance in a selection of Brecht's plays  

Research question What female stereotypes did Brecht employ in his plays, and how can these be compared and 
contrasted in performance, based on an analysis of a selection of Brecht's plays? 

Approach Relevant research materials are collected on the types and nature of female stereotypes Brecht 
used in his plays. These stereotypes are explored in relation to the chosen plays' themes and 
context, and are compared and contrasted by examining how they may have worked in 
production. The possible changes in the fundamental nature and working of these plays if the 
use of female roles were changed are explored. 

 
  



VISUAL ARTS 

Overview 
The outcome of the research should be a coherent and structured piece of writing (with appropriate illustrations) that 
effectively addresses a particular issue or research question, appropriate to the visual arts (broadly defined also to include 
architecture, design and contemporary forms of visual culture). The research may be generated or inspired by the 
student’s direct experience of artwork, craftwork or design, or interest in the work of a particular artist, style or period.  

Choice of topic 
Topics that are entirely dependent on summarizing general secondary sources (such as universal art history textbooks, 
and encyclopedias), and topics that are likely to lead to an essay that is essentially narrative or descriptive in nature, 
should be avoided. Biographical studies of artists must address a relevant issue or research question and arrive at a 
particular, and preferably personal, conclusion. Choosing a topic that covers many aspects of art history and/or a long 
period of time is also unlikely to result in a successful essay. Restricting the scope of the essay will help to ensure a clear 
focus and will provide opportunities for demonstrating detailed understanding and critical analysis. 

Topic  Cultural influences on Pablo Picasso’s work  

Research question Picasso: individual genius or cultural thief? 

Approach An investigation of the extent to which selected images in Picasso’s work may have been 
appropriated from other cultural sources. 

 
  



WORLD RELIGIONS 

Overview 
Extended essays in world religions provide students with the opportunity to undertake an in-depth investigation into a 
limited topic within the field of world religions 

Choice of topic 

Essentially, students may choose to answer any well-defined question about any of the world’s religions, present or past, 
subject to the following guidelines. 

 Topics must be appropriate to the subject. Extended essays must address the beliefs, values and practices of 
religious traditions and show a genuine understanding of the religion from the standpoint of its adherents.  

 

 It should be made clear to students who have not followed a course in world religions, and who are, therefore, 
unfamiliar with the discipline and its methodology, that an essay in world religions is not an opportunity to write an 
essay of a confessional, evangelizing, or apologetic nature.  

 
 

 Essays should not be purely descriptive but should shed some light on why people believe and/or act as they do, or on 
the relationship between the religion and the culture of which it is a part.  

 

 The research question should permit investigation using a method or approach that the student is capable of 
completing successfully, given his or her level of training, and the time and resources available.  

 
 

Topic  The politics of religious symbols in France  

Research question Why do some high school students in France wear religious symbols to school? Why do many 
people in France object? 

Approach An in-depth interview study of attitudes towards wearing religious symbols in public schools in 
France. 

Topic  Creationism  

Research question Why is the doctrine of creation so central to contemporary evangelical Protestantism? 

Approach An analysis of the understanding of the doctrine of creation and its relationship to other doctrines 
in the work of three contemporary evangelical theologians. 

 


