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Assessment in the International Honors (IntH) and International Baccalaureate (IB) at GHS 

Our assessment practice is guided by the overall principle of maximizing all students’ learning.  

We believe in assessments that foster student growth, reflection and encourages them to 

continue to develop as learners.  Our assessment is often used as a teaching tool that allows 

differentiated instruction to meet the needs of all learners in the classroom. 

I. Overview 

II. Why we assess students work? 

III. What do we assess? 

IV. What are the characteristics of effective assessment at GHS?  

V. How do students demonstrate learning at GHS? 

VI. How do we record and report student progress? 

 

I. Overview 

The IB Diploma Programme and GHS define assessment as: 1) The emphasis on 

criterion-related, as opposed to norm-referenced, assessment (this method of 

assessment judges students’ work in relation to identified levels of attainment, and 

not in relation to the work of other students). 2) The distinction between formal IB 

assessment (summative assessment that is used by the IB to judge student 

performance) and the supporting formative assessment processes schools need to 

develop for themselves (see ‘How we assess’). 3) Valuing the most accurate 

demonstration of student performance, not just averaging attainment grades over a 

reporting period (from The Diploma Programme: From principles into practice). 

 

II. Why we assess student work? 

Assessment is an integral part of the instructional cycle.  It provides information about 

student learning and development, as well as a framework for planning, self-

reflection, and collaboration.  We assess student’s learning through: 

 Identifying prior knowledge  

 Differentiating instruction to meet individual needs 

 Engaging learners in reflection to determine strengths and limitations and to 

identify areas for improvement 

 Providing feedback for students in a timely and descriptive manner 

 Expanding student learning opportunities  
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III. What do we assess? 

 

Through the IntH and IB classrooms, GHS teachers strive to provide the opportunity for 

students to construct meaning primarily through structured inquiry. To ensure a full 

range of assessment, strategies are based on the IB Learner Profile and are IB 

criterion-based. Our assessments include: 

 

 Diagnostic assessment: to provide teachers with a student’s readiness to learn and to 

identify prior knowledge 

 Formative assessment: woven into the daily learning process.  It provides teachers 

and students with information about how learning is developing.  It helps the teacher 

to plan the next stage of learning.  

 Formative written work that draws on IB criterion-based assessment, and prepares 

students for exam expectations 

 Summative assessment: occurs at the end of a teaching and learning cycle. Students 

are given the opportunity to demonstrate what they have learned by applying their 

knowledge in new and authentic contexts. For IB, these assessments are designed to 

monitor student progress in relation to final examinations in each subject 

 

IV. We believe the following characteristics are evident in effective assessment: 

 

 Have criteria that are known and understood in advance of the assignment/exam 

 Allow students to synthesize and apply their learning, not merely recall facts 

 Promotes student reflection and self-evaluation 

 Allow students to demonstrate mastery/expertise 

 Individual feedback--allows students to make adjustments to their own 

understanding 

 Provides evidence of student growth and learning that can be clearly reported to 

students, parents, and administrators 

 Assessment and instruction are integrated--Begin with the end results in mind (what 

students should be able to know or do by the end of the learning unit, lesson, or 

process 

 

V. How students demonstrate learning at GHS 

Assessment strategies form the basis of a comprehensive approach and include a broad range 

of approaches to provide a balanced view of the student’s performance. 

 Observations: All students are observed regularly with a focus on the individual, the 

group, and/or the whole class 

 Performance Assessments: Students are presented with a task that is subject-specific.  It 

requires using knowledge and skills learned to solve open-ended questions.  It utilizes 

thoughtful application of knowledge rather than recalling facts 

 Tests/Quizzes: These single-occasion assessments provide insight into students’ specific 

knowledge 

 Projects: An ongoing, purposeful assessment of a student’s work with different 

components contributing to an overall grade 

 Portfolios: A collection of a student’s work designed to demonstrate growth and 

reflection. (Not all IntH/IB subjects do not utilize portfolios)  
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VI. How students’ progress is recorded and reported 

 Data relating to the academic achievement of all students are organized in 

an assessment database (Skyward and SchoolNet). Teachers access this 

information to track student progress and make educational decisions 

 Rubrics: established sets of criteria used for scoring tests, performances, or 

portfolios 

 Checklists: lists of information, data, attributes, or elements that must be 

present 

Reporting progress is a means of giving feedback for assessment.  Our reporting 

methods are: 

 Progress notices—progress is reported six times a year during the middle of 

the grading period  

 Report cards—produced by the district six times per year, in order to show 

the culmination of assessment grades 

 Each parent/student has access to the district’s online gradebook 

(Skyward).  Preference alerts can be set for low-grades or missing work. 

Teachers can send messages directly to parents via the online gradebook 

 Comprehensive, honest, fair, and credible 

 Transparent for students, parents, and administration 

 

Related Policies: 

IB Reteach/Retest Policy 

IB Late Work Policy 


