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Welcome to Introductory Psychology!  This survey course in psychology will acquaint you with the major concepts and 

terminology of the discipline and give you a better understanding of yourself and others. We will use our classroom time 

for lectures, discussion, video clips, demonstrations, and small group activities. My goal is to provide the course 

information in an interesting and relevant manner. 
 

The key to doing well in this course is to come to class, pay attention, participate in activities/discussion, complete 

homework, and prepare for tests.  Students who follow these guidelines typically do well in my class.  If you find you 

are having difficulty at any point during the semester - and you are doing all of the above - please let me know.  I am here 

to help you, but I do not know if you need help unless you tell me! 

I am looking forward to an exciting semester! 

Please read the following information carefully and keep this syllabus handy so that you can refer to it throughout the 

semester. 

THE PROFESSOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO AMEND THIS SYLLABUS AS NECESSARY.   

Any changes will be announced during class. 

1. General Course Information: 

 Prerequisite: Developmental Reading 0093 or English as a Second Language (ESOL) 0044 or have met the 

Texas Success initiative (TSI) standard in Reading. 

 Description: General Psychology is a survey of the major psychological topics, theories and approaches to  

the scientific study of behavior and mental processes 

  

 Objective: The objective of the course is to give a general overview of the field, providing a broad understanding 

of what psychology involves, and developing the vocabulary that will serve as a tool in future psychology 

courses. The focus of the course is on the objective understanding of processes such as learning, motivation, 

perception, emotion, personality and their role in the individual’s adjustment. 

 Student Learning Outcomes: Upon Completion of PSYC 2301 

o 1. Identify various research methods and their characteristics used in the scientific study of psychology.  

o 2. Describe the historical influences and early schools of thought that shaped the field of psychology.  

o 3. Describe some of the prominent perspectives and approaches used in the study of psychology.  

o 4. Use terminology unique to the study of psychology.  

o 5. Describe accepted approaches and standards in psychological assessment and evaluation.  

o 6. Identify factors in physiological and psychological processes involved in human behavior.  

2. Required Materials: 

o You will not need to purchase a textbook for this class.  You will have free access to the book online.  I will give 

you more information in class.    

 



3. Course drop date. Last day to drop a class with a “W”:  

 

4. Course Policies and Expectations:   

 Attendance.  Regular class attendance is crucial to your success in this class, and it is strongly recommended that 

you not miss more than 1-2 classes over the course of the semester.  Class time is designed to prepare you for the 

quizzes and exams and will be used to discuss important concepts and answer questions. However, there is no 

direct penalty for missing class.  You can miss as many classes as you need to, as long as a test is not scheduled 

that day. Simply send me a brief e-mail, or leave a voicemail explaining the real reason for the absence. The only 

requirement is that you tell the truth. Do not say you were ill if you overslept, for instance. Do not invade your 

own or another person’s privacy in telling the truth (i.e., simply say you had a medical appointment – don’t 

explain symptoms). Send the e-mail to me before you miss the scheduled class or deliver it within 24 hours. Title 

your absence email “Absence 2301."  
 

 Arriving Late, Leaving Early. 

On occasion, you may find the need to arrive late or leave early; however, this should not become a consistent 

occurrence.  In addition to missing important information, consistently walking in late or walking out early can be 

disruptive to the entire class.  To minimize this distraction, I ask that you sit close to the door when arriving or 

leaving during class.  As with attendance, there will be no direct penalty for this behavior so long as you sit close 

to the door to minimize distractions and you send an email or leave a message explaining why you arrived late or 

left early. 

**Failure to Follow Attendance Policy: If you miss a class, arrive late, or leave early without e-mailing an 

explanation, your final course grade will drop by 3 points each occurrence (for example, an 82 becomes a 

79 for one infraction; an 82 becomes a 76 for two infractions, etc.) Note: this penalty is not for the absence, 

but for failure to notify me within 24 hours. 

 

** You document your attendance by signing in at the beginning of each class.  It is your responsibility to sign in 

before class begins.  Failure to sign in will be counted as an absence and will require you to email an explanation. 

 

**Important: Any extra-credit or in class assignments missed due to tardiness or an absence cannot be made up.  I 

strongly advise you to borrow notes from another student in the class.  

 

 Electronic Devices: I ask that you put away cell phones and laptops during class.  These devices distract you, me, 

and those sitting around you. In order to do well in this class, you need to be fully engaged. 

5. Method of Evaluation: 

Your course grade will be determined by performance on the following: 

Notes  10% 

Assignments 20% 

Projects  20% 

Unit Tests 50% 

Total  100% 

Final grades will be assigned according to the following scale. 

A = 90-100 

B = 80-89 

C = 70-79 

D = 60-69 

F = Below 60 

 

6. Lab Activities: The purpose of the lab activities is to allow the opportunity for you to apply and practice the 

information you have learned.  All lab activities will take place during class, and may not be made up in case of an 

absence.  Lab activities may take the form of a class discussion, reflection assignment, group assignment, or 

participation in a demonstration.   

 



 

 

7. Unit Tests: 
o Unit tests will be administered throughout the semester.  The tests will consist of both multiple-choice and short-

answer questions.   

o You are responsible for bringing a #2 pencil to class on test days.   

o Tests will be administered promptly at the start of class.  You must be on time to take the test.   No student 

will be allowed to take the test after the first test has been turned in.  Students who arrive after a test has been 

submitted will receive a 0 for the test. 

o Make-up tests will not be permitted, except under extreme circumstances.  Documentation may be required. 

8. Projects 
o You will be responsible for three major projects throughout the semester, one each grading cycle.  You will create 

a pamphlet, research a topic of your choosing in psychology, and write a research paper over one of the major 

theorists. 

9. eCampus  (http://ecampus.dcccd.edu/) 

The course syllabus, class assignments, study resources, and grades will be posted on our class webpage located 

on eCampus.  Students should check this webpage throughout the semester.  All students should have access to 

eCampus.  You will need to know your student ID number in order to log on.  If you have difficulty accessing 

eCampus, please call tech support at 1-866-374-7169. It is the students’ responsibility to gain access to 

eCampus. 

10. Institution Policies- In this course, we will abide be the expectations set up by both Lakeview Centennial High 

School and Eastfield College.   

Withdrawal Policy:  

If you are unable to complete this course, it is your responsibility to withdraw formally. The withdrawal request must be received in 

the Registrar’s Office. Failure to do so will result in your receiving a performance grade, usually an “F.” If you drop a class or 

withdraw from the college before the official drop/withdrawal deadline, you will receive a “W” (Withdraw) in each class dropped. 

 

Students who are receiving any form of financial aid should check with the Financial Aid Office prior to withdrawing from classes. 

Withdrawals may affect your eligibility to receive further aid and could cause you to be in a position of repayment for the current 

semester. Students who fail to attend or participate after the drop date are also subject to this policy. 

 

STOP BEFORE YOU DROP 

For students who enrolled in college level courses for the first time in the fall of 2007, Texas Education Code 51.907 limits the 

number of courses a student may drop.   

You may drop no more than 6 courses during your entire undergraduate career unless the drop qualifies as an exception.  Your campus 

counseling/advising center will give you more information on the allowable exceptions.  

Remember that once you have accumulated 6 non-exempt drops, you cannot drop any other courses with a “W”.  Therefore, please 

exercise caution when dropping courses in any Texas public institution of higher learning, including all seven of the Dallas County 

Community Colleges. For more information, you may access:  https://www1.dcccd.edu/coursedrops 

 

Repeating this Course (Third Attempt to Enroll in a Course) 

Effective for Fall Semester 2005, the Dallas County Community Colleges will charge additional tuition to students registering the 

third or subsequent time for a course. All third and subsequent attempts of the majority of credit and Continuing Education/Workforce 

Training courses will result in an additional tuition charge.  Developmental Studies and a few other courses will not be charged 

additional tuition.  Third attempts include courses taken at any of the DCCCD colleges since the Fall 2002 semester. For information 

and a list of frequently asked questions, please go to http://www.dcccd.edu/thirdcourseattempt/ 

 

Financial Aid Statement for Distance Learning Classes 

If you are receiving Financial Aid grants or loans and are enrolled in a Distance Learning class, you must show participation in this 

class prior to the certification date by either e-mailing or contacting the instructor or logging on to eCampus.  Do not drop or stop 

attending any class without consulting the Financial Aid Office.  Changes in your enrollment level and failing grades may require that 

you repay financial aid funds. 

 

FINAL GRADE REPORTED BY ECONNECT 

Final Grade Reports are no longer mailed. Convenient access is available online at www.econnect.dcccd.edu or by telephone at 972-

613-1818. Use your identification number when you log onto eConnect, an online system developed by the DCCCD to provide you 

with timely information regarding your college record. Your grades will also be printed on your Student Advising Report, which is 

available in the Admissions and Student Records Office, T170. For more information click on the weblink below: 

http://ecampus.dcccd.edu/
https://www1.dcccd.edu/coursedrops
http://www.dcccd.edu/thirdcourseattempt/
http://www.econnect.dcccd.edu/


https://econnect.dcccd.edu/econnect/st/stmenu.html 

 
ADA Statement: 

If you are a student with a disability and/or special needs who requires accommodations, please contact the college Disability Services 

Office. 

 

Religious Holidays: 

Absences for observance of a religious holy day are excused. A student must notify the professor before the absence. 

 

Academic Dishonesty: 

Scholastic dishonesty is a violation of the Code of Student Conduct. Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a 

test, plagiarism, and collusion. As a college student, you are considered a responsible adult. Your enrollment indicates acceptance of 

the DCCCD Code of Student Conduct   published in the DCCCD Catalog at  http://www1.dcccd.edu/cat0506/ss/code.cfm     

Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on tests, plagiarism and collusion. Cheating includes copying from 

another student’s test or homework paper, using materials not authorized, collaborating with or seeking aid from another student 

during a test, knowingly using, buying, selling, stealing, or soliciting the contents of an unadministered test, and substituting for 

another person to take a test. Plagiarism is the appropriating, buying, receiving as a gift, or obtaining by any means another’s work 

and the unacknowledged submission or incorporation of it in one’s own written work. Collusion is the unauthorized collaboration 

with another person in preparing written work for fulfillment of course requirements. Academic dishonesty is a serious offense in 

college. You can be given a failing grade on an assignment or test, can be failed for the class, or you can even be suspended from 

college.   

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA) 

In compliance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA), the College may release information classified 

as “directory information” to the general public without the written consent of the student.  Directory information includes: (1) student 

name, (2) student address, (3) telephone numbers, (4) date and place of birth, (5) weight and height of members of athletic teams, (6) 

participation in officially recognized activities and sports, (7) dates of attendance, (8) educational institution most recently attended, 

and (9) other similar information, including major field of student and degrees and awards received. Students may protect their 

directory information at any time during the academic year.  If no request is filed, directory information is released upon written 

inquiry.  No telephone inquiries are acknowledged.  No transcript or academic record is released without written consent from the 

student, except as specified by law. 

 

Eastfield College Email Policy 

Faculty and students must have and use a DCCCD account for all correspondence relating to academic coursework. For information 

on setting up a DCCCD student email account go to: http://www.dcccd.edu/netmail/home.html 

 

 

 

 

https://econnect.dcccd.edu/econnect/st/stmenu.html
http://www1.dcccd.edu/cat0506/ss/code.cfm
http://www.dcccd.edu/netmail/home.html

